
CITY OF EL LAGO 

AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

411 TALLOWOOD DRIVE, EL LAGO, 

TEXAS 77586 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
NOTICE is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of the City of El Lago, County of Harris, State of Texas, to be 

held on the above stated date and time at: City Hall Events Room, 411 Tallowood Drive, El Lago, Texas, for the purpose 

of considering the following numbered items.  

In order to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, the City of El Lago is asking members of the public attending the City 

Council meeting to:  

1. Maintain at least 6 feet separation from other individuals.  

2. Self-screen before going into the meeting for any of the following new or worsening signs or symptoms of possible 

COVID-19: (Cough, Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, Chills, Repeated shaking with chills, Muscle pain, 

Headache, Sore throat, Loss of taste or smell, Diarrhea, Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or 

equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit, Known close contact with a person who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19.) 

3. Disinfect hands upon entering the building and after any interaction with others in the building.  

4. Wear cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth) when entering the building per the order of Harris County 

Judge Hidalgo 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Invocation and/or Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Declaration of a Quorum 
3.1. Announce Absent Members of Council  

4. Citizen Comments 
Citizens are invited & encouraged to speak for up to three (3) minutes on matters relating to the city and/or its Government. 

5. Consent Agenda 
5.1. Check Detail for checks printed from February 4, 2021 through February 17, 2021. 

5.2. Minutes from the Council Meeting of February 4, 2021. 
6. City Official, Board, Commission, Committee, & City Service Report 

6.1. Report on LPD activity in the City with Call for Service and Racial Profiling reports for December, 2020 

and January, 2021. (Chief Tom Savage) 

7. Move meeting into a Workshop Session to discuss the following: (no motions to be 

made during the workshop period) 
7.1. Discuss ordinances for a hotel occupancy tax and a permitting process for short term rentals. 

7.2. Review and discuss a listing of the City of El Lago contracts. 

8. Adjourn Workshop Session and move meeting back into Regular Session 

9. Council Members’ Reports 
9.1. Councilperson Findley to report on the status of an ordinance defining and allowing for a special use 

permit for Wildlife Rehabilitation.  
9.2. Councilperson Michalak to report on the following: 

9.2.1.  Public Awareness Committee regarding adherence to the City leash laws. 
9.2.2.  Analysis of Wells Fargo and TexPool accounts with rates of returns versus fees. 

 



10. New Business 
10.1. Consider/Approve General Order 400-01 for the Lakeview Police Department establishing uniform and 

equipment regulations, revised on February 8, 2021.  

10.2. Consider/Approve amending the Ordinance numeration for the Ordinance dated February 3, 2021 

ordering the May 1, 2021 election.   

11. Future Agenda Item Requests 
Scheduled      Not Scheduled 

Personnel Manual     Smoking Restrictions in park areas 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

 

ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO ACTION 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of El Lago will provide for reasonable accommodations for persons attending City 

Council Meetings.  Requests should be received 48 hours prior to the meetings.  Please contact the City office at 281-326-1951. The City Council of 

the City of El Lago, Texas, reserves the right to adjourn into executive session at any time during the course of the meeting to discuss any of the 

matters listed above, as authorized by the Texas Government Code, §551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), §551.072 (Deliberations about Real 

Property), §551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and Donations), §551.074 (Personnel Matters), §551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices), 

§551.077 (Agency Financed by Federal Government),§551.084 (Exclusion of Witness from Hearing), §551.086 (Meeting Concerning Municipally 

Owned Utility), §551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development),§551.088 (Deliberations Regarding Licensing Testing Exam), & 

§418.183(f) (Texas Disaster Act: regarding Critical Infrastructure). 

I certify that a copy of this notice of the City Council Meeting for the date listed above was posted at City Hall, 411 

Tallowood Drive, El Lago, Texas, at least 72 hours in advance per the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Rachel Lewis 

City Secretary 

 































































Contract

A/V Design Pros Audio/Visual Repair Evergreen $65/hr As needed

Franklin Legal Publishing Ordinance Codification  3/26/2022 $1250 (avg) Annual

Moore IT Services IT Services/Repair Evergreen $150/hr As needed

iWorQ  Building Permit Software 12/19/2021 5,700.00$   Annual

Blackboard Connect Robocalling  10/11/2023 3,525.00$    Annual

Lawns & Sprinklers Grounds Maintenance Evergreen 2,625.00$   Monthly

Marathon Fitness Fitness Equipment Evergreen 250.00$       Quarterly

TXU Electricity Service 5/31/2027 4,000.00$  Month (avg)

AmeriWaste Garbage Service 10/31/2023 14,376.00$  Month

Harris County Appr. Dist. Property Tax Calculations Evergreen 2,600.00$   Quarterly

Power DMS Document Mgmt Software 11/19/2025 12,611.56$   Paid in Full

iWorQ  Payment Modulue 11/19/2022 $500/yr Paid in Full

Great America Financial Copier 10/8/2022 150.00$       Month

Accutec Copier Printing 10/8/2022 50.00$         Month

Fonality Internet Phones/Voicemail Evergreen 266.00$      Month

Comcast Internet/Cable Evergreen 526.00$       Month

Centerpoint Gas Service Evergreen 60.00$         Month (avg)

Enviropest Pest Control Evergreen 215.00$        Quarterly

Frontier Phone Service Evergreen 203.00$       Month

Civic Plus Website 4/1/2021 4,928.00$   Annual

Olson & Olson City Attorney Evergreen $185.00/hr As needed

Seabrook Volunteer Fire  Fire Department Evergreen 13,052.00$  Monthly

City of Nassau Bay EMS Evergreen 2,500.00$   Monthly

El Lago City Contracts

    Service                    Term Amount
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ORDINANCE NO. 476 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL LAGO, TEXAS, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 16 “TAXATION” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF EL LAGO, TEXAS, BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE IV, “HOTEL 

OCCUPANCY TAX”; LEVYING A TAX IN THE AMOUNT OF SEVEN PERCENT (7%) 

OF THE CONSIDERATION PAID FOR THE USE OR OCCUPANCY OF A HOTEL 

ROOM WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS, OR WITHIN THE CITY’S EXTRATERRITORIAL 

JURISDICTION, WHICH COSTS MORE THAN TWO DOLLARS ($2.00) PER NIGHT; 

DEFINING TERMS RELATED TO SAID TAX; PROVIDING CERTAIN 

REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE IMPOSITION AND COLLECTION OF SAID 

TAX; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING 

THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND, PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of El Lago (the “City”) finds and 

determines that it is in the best interest of the residents, citizens, and inhabitants of the City for 

there to be levied a tax on the use and occupancy of hotel rooms in the City and the City’s 

extraterritorial jurisdiction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council finds and determines that the laws of the State of Texas allow the City 

to levy a hotel occupancy tax in the amount of seven percent (7%) of the consideration paid for 

the use or occupancy of a hotel room for the purpose of generating funds for the development of 

tourism within the City and also in the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction; and, NOW 

THEREFORE; 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL LAGO TEXAS: 

 

SECTION 1. THAT the Code of Ordinances of the City of El Lago, Texas is hereby amended 

by adding Article IV to Chapter 16 entitled “Hotel Occupancy Tax” as follows: 

 

“ARTICLE IV. - HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX 
 

Sec. 16-60. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning:  
 

Consideration means the cost of the room, sleeping space, bed, dormitory space, or other 

facilities in a hotel, but shall not include the cost of any food served or personal services 

rendered to an occupant of a hotel not related to cleaning and readying such room or space 

for occupancy, and shall not include any tax assessed for occupancy thereof by any other 

governmental agency. 
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Hotel shall mean a building in which members of the public obtain sleeping 

accommodations for consideration. The term includes a hotel, motel, tourist home, tourist 

house, tourist court, lodging house, inn, rooming house, or bed and breakfast. The term 

also includes a short-term rental, which shall mean the rental of all or part of a residential 

property to a person who is not a permanent resident. The term does not include: a hospital, 

sanitarium, or nursing home; a dormitory or other housing facility owned or leased and 

operated by an institution of higher education or a private or independent institution of 

higher education, as those terms are defined by Section 61 of the Texas Education Code, 

used by the institution for the purpose of providing sleeping accommodations for persons 

engaged in an educational program or activity at the institution; or, an oilfield portable unit, 

as defined by Section 152.001 of the Texas Tax Code. 
 

Occupancy means the use, possession, right to use, or right of possession of any room, 

space, or sleeping facility in a hotel for any purpose. 
 

Occupant means anyone who for consideration uses, possesses, or has a right to use or 

possess any room, rooms, sleeping space, or facility in a hotel under any lease, concession, 

permit, right of access, license, contract, or agreement. 
 

Permanent resident means any occupant who has or shall have the right to occupancy of 

any room, sleeping space, or facility in a hotel for at least thirty (30) consecutive days 

during the current calendar year or preceding year. 
 

Person means any individual, company, corporation, or association owning, operating, 

managing, or controlling any hotel in the city or in the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
 

Quarterly period means the regular calendar quarters of the year. The first (1st) quarter 

being composed of the months of January, February, and March; the second (2nd) quarter 

being the months of April, May, and June; the third (3rd) quarter being the months of July, 

August, and September; and, the fourth (4th) quarter being the months of October, 

November, and December. 
 

Tax assessor-collector means the city tax assessor-collector as designated in Sec. 16-41 of 

this Code. 
 

Sec. 16-61. - Levy of tax; rate; exception. 

(a) There is hereby levied a tax upon the occupant of any room, space, or facility 

furnished by any hotel in the city or the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction where such cost 

of occupancy is at the rate of two dollars ($2.00) or more per day, such tax to be equal to 

seven percent (7%) of the consideration paid by the occupant of such room, space, or 

facility to such hotel, exclusive of other occupancy taxes imposed by any other 

governmental agency. 
 

(b) No tax shall be imposed hereunder upon a permanent resident. 
 

(c) No tax shall be imposed hereunder upon an occupant of any room or space rented 

from a corporation or association organized and operated exclusively for religious, 

charitable, or education purposes, no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit 

of any private shareholder or individual. 
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(d) All revenue derived from the tax imposed in subsection (a) of this Section shall be 

placed in the general fund of the city and shall be used for the purposes authorized by Texas 

Tax Code §351, as the city council may from time to time direct or provide. 
 

Sec. 16-62. - Collection. 

Every person owning, operating, managing, or controlling any hotel in the city and the 

extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city, shall collect the tax imposed in section 16-61 for the 

city and deliver said tax quarterly to the city together with the report required by this Code. 
 

Sec. 16-63. - Reports. 

(a) On or before the first day of the month immediately following each quarterly 

period, every person required by section 16-62 to collect the tax imposed herein shall file 

a report with the tax assessor-collector showing the consideration paid for all room 

occupancies in the preceding quarter, the amount of the tax collected on such occupancies, 

and any other information as the tax assessor-collector may reasonably require. Such 

person shall pay the amount of tax collected for occupants during the period of the report 

at the time of filing the report. 
 

(b) Every person owning, operating, managing, or controlling any hotel in the city or 

the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction shall prepare and file with the city secretary a report 

reflecting: 
 

(1) The name of the hotel; 
 

(2) The name and address of the hotel owner; 
 

(3) The name and address of the hotel manager or hotel operator; 
 

(4) The gross revenues of the hotel; 
 

(5) The Consideration received by the hotel; 
 

(6) The amount of hotel tax collected for the city; 
 

(7) The amount of hotel tax being delivered to the city; and 
 

(8) Certification that it is correct and signed, sworn to, and subscribed before a 

Notary Public. 
 

(c) The hotel tax report shall be prepared and filed quarterly with the city secretary at 

the city hall, on or before the first (1st) business day of the month immediately following 

each quarterly period. 
 

Sec. 16-64. - Rules and regulations. 

The tax assessor-collector shall have the power to make such rules and regulations as are 

necessary to effectively collect the tax levied herein, and shall upon reasonable notice have 

access to books and records necessary to enable the determination of the correctness of any 

report filed as required by this Article and the amount of taxes due under the provisions of 

this Article. 
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Sec. 16-65. - Enforcement, violation, and penalties. 

(a) Enforcement of this Article and collection of any delinquent tax or action to require 

filing of the report required herein shall be in the manner provided by law. 
 

(b) Any person violating any of the provision of this Article shall be deemed guilty of 

a separate offense for each and every day, or portion thereof, during which any violation 

of any of the provisions of this article is committed, continued, or permitted, and upon 

conviction of any such violation such person shall be punished by a fine as provided in 

Section 1-5 of this Code. 
 

(c) Any person violating any provision of this Article shall further reimburse to the city 

any expenses incurred in the enforcement provided hereunder.” 

 

Section 2. THAT a violation of this Ordinance shall be subject to all applicable penalties of 

Section 1-5 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of El Lago. 

 

Section 3. THAT all rights and remedies of the City of El Lago are expressly saved as to any and 

all violations of the provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of El Lago or any other 

ordinances governing buildings and building regulations that have accrued at the time of the 

effective date of this Ordinance; and, as to such accrued violations and all pending litigation, both 

civil and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such Ordinances, same shall not be 

affected by this Ordinance but may be prosecuted until final disposition of the court. 

 

Section 4. THAT this Ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of ordinances of the City of 

El Lago, except where the provisions of this Ordinance are in direct conflict with the provisions 

of such ordinances, in which event the conflicting provisions of such ordinances are hereby 

repealed. 

 

Section 5. THAT in the event any clause, phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this Ordinance or 

the application of the same to any person or circumstance shall for any reason be adjudged invalid 

or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect, impair, or invalidate 

this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other than the part declared to be invalid 

or unconstitutional; and the City Council of the City of El Lago, Texas, declares that it would have 

passed each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared 

to be invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more parts. 

 

Section 6. THAT the City Secretary of the City of El Lago is hereby directed to publish in the 

official newspaper of the City of El Lago, the caption of this Ordinance. 

 

Section 7. THAT this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and publication 

as provided by the laws of the State of Texas. 

 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ORDAINED this ___ day of _________, 2021. 
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___________________________________________ 

JOHN SKELTON, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Rachel Lewis, City Secretary 
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ORDINANCE NO. 477 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL LAGO, TEXAS, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF EL LAGO, 

TEXAS, “LICENSES AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS”, TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE 

VIII, “SHORT-TERM RENTALS”, THAT ESTABLISHES REGULATIONS FOR THE 

PERMITTING AND OPERATION OF SHORT-TERM RENTAL PROPERTIES IN 

THE CITY OF EL LAGO IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE HEALTH, SAFETY, AND 

WELFARE OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND, PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  * 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of El Lago, Texas (the “City”) 

desires to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by promoting the effective 

and reasonable permitting and operation of short-term rental properties within the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council finds that short-term rental properties require specific regulations not 

found in the general development guidelines of the City’s Code of Ordinances; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the regulations on short-term rentals established through 

this Ordinance are reasonable, necessary, and proper for the health, safety, and welfare of the 

general public; and NOW THEREFORE, 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EL LAGO, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1. THAT the Code of Ordinances, City of El Lago, Texas is hereby amended by 

adding an article, to be numbered VIII of Chapter 8, which article reads as follows: 
 

“ARTICLE VIII – SHORT-TERM RENTALS 
 

Sec. 8-360. – Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 

meaning: 
 

Agent means a person designated in writing by the operator to lawfully manage a short-

term rental. 
 

Operator means any person who operates a short-term rental, as defined in this article. 
 

Owner means the person or entity that holds legal or equitable title to real property used for 

the purposes contemplated in this article. 
 

Short-term rental means a residential dwelling unit, or other real or personal property that 

is rented out for compensation on a temporary basis for a period of less than thirty (30) 

consecutive days. 
 

Short-term rental permit means a permit issued by the city that identifies the address of the 

subject property as a lawful short-term rental, the short-term rental permit number, the 

names and contact information of the subject property’s owner, operator, and agent, and a 

twenty-four (24) hour emergency contact phone number for all of the preceding persons. 
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Sec. 8-361. – Short-term rental permit required. 

(a) A short-term rental is not allowed to operate within the city without a short-term rental 

permit obtained from and authorized by the city. 
 

(b) The annual short-term rental permit fee shall be one hundred dollars ($100) and is 

subject to annual review pursuant to this Code. 
 

(c) A short-term rental permit issued under this section may not be transferred and does not 

run with the land upon the sale of the property. 
 

Sec. 8-362. – Permit denial and revocation; Appeal process. 

(a) The council, or its designee, may determine that a short-term rental permit required 

under this section should be denied or revoked for the reasons set forth below. The council, 

or its designee, shall provide written notice of the denial or revocation of a short-term rental 

permit to the applicant, owner, operator, or agent, detailing the reason for the denial or 

revocation of the short-term rental permit, and shall provide a statement informing the 

applicant, owner, operator, or agent of its right to appeal the denial or revocation of its 

short-term rental permit to the council, in the manner set out in this section. 
 

(1) Denial of short-term rental permit. An application for a short-term rental permit 

shall be denied if the council or its designee, finds that: 
 

a. Any statement made in the short-term rental application is incomplete, 

inaccurate, misleading, or false; or, 
 

b. The applicant has not complied with this article or has had a history of 

noncompliance with the provisions of this article. 
 

(2) Revocation of permit. The council, or its designee, may revoke a short-term rental 

permit due to the failure of an applicant, owner, operator, or agent to comply with the 

short-term rental permit requirements, this article, this Code, or any applicable federal, 

state, or local law or regulation. 
 

(b) If a short-term rental permit is denied or revoked, then, for a twelve (12) month period 

beginning on the date of such denial or revocation, such short-term rental, and any real or 

personal property associated with such short-term rental, shall be ineligible for a short-term 

rental permit. 
 

(c) If an applicant is denied a short-term rental permit, or if an applicant, owner, operator, 

or agent’s permit is revoked, then the applicant, owner, operator, or agent may request that 

the council overturn the denial or revocation at a regular meeting of the council after the 

council has held a public hearing on such denial or revocation. 
 

Sec. 8-363. – Hotel occupancy tax payment required. 

An owner, operator, or agent of a short-term rental shall: 
 

(1) assess and collect hotel occupancy tax in accordance with chapter 351 of the Texas 

Tax Code; and, 
 

(2) timely remit to the city, all city hotel occupancy taxes collected pursuant to state 

law.” 

 

Section 2. THAT a violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed a 

misdemeanor punishable by fine not to exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) as provided 

in Sec. 1-5 of the Code of Ordinances, City of El Lago, Texas. 
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Section 3. THAT should any paragraph, section, sentence, phrase, clause, or word of this 

Ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remainder of this 

Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

 

Section 4. THAT the City Secretary of the City of El Lago is hereby authorized and 

directed to cause publication of the descriptive caption of this Ordinance. 

 

Section 5. THAT this Ordinance shall become effective, except as may otherwise be 

provided herein, from and after its publication as provided by law. 

 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ORDAINED this ___ day of _________, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

JOHN SKELTON, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Rachel Lewis, City Secretary 


















